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Jonathan T. Chow 
Assistant Professor of Political Science 

Wheaton College, Massachusetts 
 

26 E. Main St. 
Norton, MA 02766 USA 

chow_jonathan@wheatoncollege.edu 
www.jonathanchow.com  

 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. in Political Science  2011 
University of California, Berkeley Berkeley, California, USA 
 
M.A. in Political Science 
University of California, Berkeley 

2004 
Berkeley, California, USA

B.A. in Political Science (Highest Departmental Honors) and Chinese  2003 
Williams College Williamstown, Massachusetts, USA

ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH POSITIONS 

Assistant Professor of Political Science 
Wheaton College, Massachusetts 

2019 – present 
Norton, Massachusetts, USA 

Assistant Professor of International Relations 
University of Macau 

2013 – 2019 
Macau SAR, China 

Visiting Research Fellow  
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs 
Georgetown University 

 
Jul. 2015 

Washington D.C., USA 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Political Science 
Reed College 

2012 – 2013 
Portland, Oregon, USA 

Research Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies Program 
Asan Institute for Policy Studies   

2011 – 2012 
Seoul, Korea 

Karl Loewenstein Fellow in Political Science and Jurisprudence 
Amherst College 

2010 – 2011 
Amherst, Massachusetts, USA 

Five College Fellow, Department of Political Science 
Amherst College 

2009 – 2010 
Amherst, Massachusetts, USA 
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Visiting Fellow, Ateneo Center for Asian Studies  
Ateneo de Manila University  

Jan. – Jun. 2008;  
Feb. 2018; May – Jun. 2018 

Quezon City, Philippines 

Project Director, Berkeley Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Study Center 
University of California, Berkeley  

2006 – 2007 
Berkeley, California, USA 

Research Fellow, Greater Good Science Center 
University of California, Berkeley 

2006 – 2007 
Berkeley, California, USA 

Research Intern, Chinese Studies Program 
The Nixon Center (currently the Center for the National Interest) 

Jun. – Aug. 2001 
Washington D.C., USA 

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES 
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Renegotiating Pariah State Partnerships: Myanmar and North 
Korea’s Contrasting Responses to China’s Influence”, Contemporary Security Policy 40:4 (2019), 502-25. 
dx.doi.org/10.1080/13523260.2019.1660483. 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “North Korea’s Participation in the Universal Periodic Review of Human Rights”, Australian 
Journal of International Affairs 71:2 (2017), 1-18. dx.doi.org/10.1080/10357718.2016.1241978. 
  
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Persuading Pariahs: Myanmar’s Strategic Decision to Pursue 
Reform and Opening”, Pacific Affairs 89:3 (2016), 521-42. dx.doi.org/10.5509/2016893521. 
 
Vinod K. Aggarwal and Jonathan T. Chow. “The Perils of Consensus: How ASEAN’s Meta-Regime 
Undermines Economic and Environmental Cooperation”, Review of International Political Economy 17:2 
(2010), 262-90. 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “ASEAN Counterterrorism Cooperation Since 9/11”, Asian Survey 45:2 (Mar./Apr. 2005), 
302-21. 

 
BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Catholicism and Human Dignity in the Philippines,” in Jimmy Chia-Shin Hsu (ed.) Human 
Dignity in Asia: Dialogue Between Law and Cultures (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Myanmar’s Democratic Backsliding in the Struggle for National 
Identity and Independence,” in Gilbert Rozman (ed.), Democratization, National Identity and Foreign Policy in 
Asia (Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2021).  
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Trade and Human Security in ASEAN: Toward Deeper Linkage?” in Vinod K. Aggarwal 
and Kristi Govella (ed.), Linking Trade and Security: Evolving Institutions and Strategies in Asia, Europe, and 
the United States (Berlin: Springer-Verlag, 2013).  
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WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “The Catholic Church and Transnational Moral Norms” (book manuscript under contract 
with Routledge). 
 

POLICY ANALYSIS 
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Myanmar’s Military Arrests the Civilian Government—and 
Democracy,” PacNet Commentary 6 (Feb. 2, 2021). pacforum.org/publication/pacnet-6-myanmars-military-
arrests-the-civilian-government-and-democracy.  
 

Reprinted in the Bangkok Post as “Response to Coup Requires Look at China, Military” (Feb. 4, 2021). 
www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2062347/response-to-coup-requires-look-at-china-military. 

 
Reprinted in Rappler (Philippines) as “Myanmar’s Military Arrests the Civilian Government” (Feb. 4, 
2021). www.rappler.com/voices/ispeak/analysis-myanmar-military-arrests-civilian-government-
democracy. 
 
Reprinted in the Jakarta Post as “Myanmar’s Military Arrests Civilian Government—and Democracy” 
(Feb. 5, 2021). www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/02/04/myanmars-military-arrests-civilian-
governmentand-democracy.html. 
 
Reprinted in the Jerusalem Post as “Myanmar’s Military Arrests the Civilian Gov’t. –and Democracy – 
Opinion” (Feb. 4, 2021). www.jpost.com/opinion/myanmars-military-arrests-the-civilian-govt-and-
democracy-opinion-657884. 
 
Reprinted in the Asia Times (Hong Kong) as “Geopolitical Impact of the Myanmar Coup” (Feb. 5, 2021). 
asiatimes.com/2021/02/geopolitical-impact-of-the-myanmar-coup/.  

 
Reprinted in the Daily Star (Bangladesh) as “Myanmar’s Military Arrests the Civilian Gov’t. –and 
Democracy” (Feb. 9, 2021). www.thedailystar.net/opinion/news/myanmars-military-arrests-the-civilian-
government-and-democracy-2041365. 
 
Reprinted in the Korea Times as “Myanmar’s Democracy Arrested” (Feb. 16, 2021). 
www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinon/2021/02/197_304080.html. 
 

Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Myanmar’s Democratic Backsliding in the Struggle for National 
Identity and Independence,” The Asan Forum (Jun. 25, 2019). www.theasanforum.org/myanmars-
democratic-backsliding-in-the-struggle-for-national-identity-and-independence/.   
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “USS Carl Vinson đến VN: Quan hệ Mỹ - Việt 'trưởng thành'” (“USS Carl Vinson arrives 
in Vietnam: US-Vietnam relations ‘mature’”), BBC Vietnamese (Mar. 5, 2018). 
www.bbc.com/vietnamese/forum-43287385.  
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Jonathan T. Chow. “A New Chapter in Myanmar-Vatican Relations: Expanding the Possibilities for 
Peacebuilding”, The Diplomat (May 8, 2017). thediplomat.com/2017/05/a-new-chapter-in-myanmar-vatican-
relations/.  
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Rebalancing not Pivoting: Myanmar’s Reforms and Relations with 
Washington and Beijing”, PacNet Newsletter 68 (Sep. 8, 2016). pacforum.org/publication/pacnet-68-
rebalancing-not-pivoting-myanmars-reforms-and-relations-with-washington-and-beijing.  
 

Reprinted in the Bangkok Post as “Rebalancing Relations with Washington and Beijing” (Sep. 14, 2016) 
www.bangkokpost.com/news/special-reports/1085524/rebalancing-relations-with-washington-and-
beijing.  
 
Reprinted in the Myanmar Times as “Myanmar Is Rebalancing, Not Pivoting, Foreign Relations” (Sep. 14, 
2016). www.mmtimes.com/index.php/opinion/22518-myanmar-is-rebalancing-not-pivoting-foreign-
relations.html.  
 
Reprinted in The Irrawaddy (Burmese edition) as ◌ျမနမ္ ◌ာ◌ ့◌ႏငိǽင္ ◌◌ံျခားေ◌ရးမဝǾါဒ ◌ျပနလ္ ည္ ခ်နၫိ◌္ ◌ျ◌◌ိႇခင္◌း (Sep. 14, 

2016). burma.irrawaddy.com/article/2016/09/14/123709.html.   
 
Reprinted in The Diplomat as “Myanmar’s Foreign Policy Rebalance” (Sep. 10, 2016). 
thediplomat.com/2016/09/myanmars-foreign-policy-rebalance.   

 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Upgrading Myanmar-China Relations to International Standards”, 
Asan Institute for Policy Studies Issue Brief No. 2015-21 (Dec. 2015).  
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “No Hope Without Change: Myanmar’s Reforms and Lessons for 
North Korea”, Asan Institute for Policy Studies Issue Brief No. 36 (Dec. 2012). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “The 20th ASEAN Summit: Time Is of the Essence”, Asan Institute for Policy Studies Issue 
Brief No. 20 (Apr. 2012). 
  
Jonathan T. Chow. “Keeping a Comfortable Distance: Myanmar’s Reforms, the American ‘Pivot to Asia’ and 
Implications for Southeast Asia”, Asan Institute for Policy Studies Issue Brief No. 18 (Feb. 2012).  
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Religious Politics” in Mark Juergensmeyer and Helmut Anheier (ed.), Encyclopedia of 
Global Studies, SAGE (2012).  
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “‘Miracle’ in Manila” (article on the protests against President Arroyo over the ZTE-NBN 
scandal in the Philippines), Religion Dispatches (www.religiondispatches.org) (Mar. 3, 2008).  
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Chiang Mai Initiative” in Mark Bevir (ed.), The Encyclopedia of Governance (2007), 
SAGE. 
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CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 
Leif-Eric Easley and Jonathan T. Chow. “Enabling Pariahs: China’s Support of Russia, Myanmar and North 
Korea for Geopolitical Advantage.” Presented at the 2023 Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA (Mar. 17, 2023) 
 
Leif-Eric Easley and Jonathan T. Chow. “Enabling Pariahs: China’s Support of Myanmar and North Korea for 
Geopolitical Advantage.” Presented at the 14th International Burma Studies Conference, Burmavision 2021, 
Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, Illinois, USA (Sep. 17, 2021).  
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Myanmar’s Democratic Backsliding in the Struggle for National 
Identity and Independence”. Presented at the Expert Dialogue on Democracy, National Identity, and Foreign 
Policy in Asia. Hosted by the Asan Institute for Policy Studies and the National Endowment for Democracy, 
Seoul, Korea (Jun. 3, 2019).   
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Catholicism and Transnational Human Rights Norms in the Philippines: An Ambivalent 
Force for Decolonization?”. Presented at the Decoloniality of Religion Forum, hosted by Ateneo de Manila 
University and the Philippine International Studies Organization, Quezon City, Philippines (May 29, 2019).   
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “The Philippine Catholic Bishops on Human Dignity”. Presented at the conference, 
“Human Dignity in Asia”, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan (Jul. 2, 2018). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Thickening Human Rights: Toward an Analytical Framework of the Catholic Church’s 
Engagement with Human Rights Norms”. Presented at the ISA International Conference, Hong Kong, China 
(Jun. 17, 2017).  
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Religious Freedom and Issue Linkage in US-Vietnam Relations”. Presented at the annual 
meeting of the International Studies Association, Atlanta, Georgia, USA (Mar. 17, 2016). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Arguing Human Rights with North Korea: The Commission of Inquiry Report and Its 
Aftermath”. Presented at “DPRK at the Crossroads: Prospects for Change”, hosted by the Korea-China Think 
Net and the University of Macau Institute for Global and Public Affairs, Macau, China (Apr. 19, 2015). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “The Securitization of Religious Norms and the Entrapment of Religious Elites”. Presented 
at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA (Feb. 9, 2015). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow and Leif-Eric Easley. “Persuading Pariahs: Myanmar’s Strategic Decision to Reform and 
Lessons for North Korea”. Presented at the Murdoch-Macau Colloquium on Change and Governance in Asia, 
Macau, China (Nov. 18, 2014) 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Religious Norm Contestation and Its Consequences”. Presented at the annual meeting 
of the International Studies Association, San Francisco, California, USA (Apr. 6, 2013). 
  
Jonathan T. Chow. “Trade and Human Security in ASEAN: Moving Toward Linkage?” Presented at the annual 
meeting of the Korean Society for Public Administration, Seoul, Korea (Dec. 9, 2011). 
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Jonathan T. Chow. “An Introduction to Religious Norms”. Presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Political Science Association, Seattle, Washington, USA (Sep. 3, 2011). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Linking Trade and Human Security in ASEAN: New Issues, New Actors”. Presented at 
“Linking Trade, Traditional Security, and Human Security: Lessons from Europe and the Americas and 
Implications for Asia”, East-West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA (Aug. 11, 2011). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Trade Liberalization in ASEAN and Its Effects on Human Security”. Presented at “Linking 
Trade, Traditional Security, and Human Security: Lessons from Europe and the Americas and Implications 
for Asia”, Berkeley Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Study Center, Berkeley, California, USA (Dec. 16, 
2010).   
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Fitting the Faith: Toward A Theory of Religious Norm Contestation”. Presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Political Science Association, Toronto, Canada (Sep. 5, 2009). 
 
Jonathan T. Chow. “Contesting Contraception in the Catholic Church: A First Cut – the Quezon City 
Reproductive Health Ordinance”. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Political Science 
Association, Boston, Massachusetts, USA (Aug. 28, 2008). 
 
Vinod K. Aggarwal and Jonathan T. Chow. “The Perils of Consensus: How ASEAN’s Meta-Regime 
Undermines Economic and Environmental Cooperation”. Presented at the annual meeting of the International 
Studies Association, San Francisco, California, USA (Mar. 27, 2008). 

 
SELECTED INVITED LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Finding Our Passion in a Time of Grief”. Keynote address for the 2022 Honors Convocation, Wheaton 
College, Norton, Massachusetts, USA (May 7, 2022). 
 
“What Is Happening in Ukraine?” Faculty panel on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Wheaton College, Norton, 
Massachusetts, USA (Mar. 1, 2022).  
  
“Thickening Human Rights with Religion: The Catholic Church’s Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking”. 
Bulawan (“Golden”) Panel address to the 2nd International Conference of the Philippine International Studies 
Organization, Ateneo de Davao University, Davao City, Philippines (Mar. 24, 2018).  
  
“The New Sanctions on North Korea and Potential Effects on Ordinary North Koreans: Suffering Compounded 
or Business as Usual?” Presented at “The North Korea Nuclear Crisis: Is There a Way Out?” hosted by the 
Korea-China Think Net and the University of Macau Institute for Global and Public Affairs, Macau (Jun. 6, 
2016). 
  
“North Korea’s Participation in the Universal Periodic Review of Human Rights”. Lecture at Ewha University, 
Seoul, Korea (Nov. 2, 2015).  
 
“Religious Fundamentalism and Globalization: An Overview”. Lecture at Ewha University, Seoul, Korea  
(May 29, 2012).  
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“Regional Security and Economic Architecture”. Presented at ROK-New Zealand Track II Dialogue, hosted at 
the Asan Institute for Policy Studies, Seoul, Korea (May 15, 2012).   
  
“Challenges for Integrating Religion and International Relations Theory: Toward a Constructivist Approach”. 
Lecture at Kyung Hee University College of International Studies, Seoul, Korea (May 14, 2012). 
 
“Economic Integration and Issue Linkage in ASEAN”. Presented on the panel, “Leadership in Southeast Asian 
Regional Politics: Can ASEAN Still Occupy the Driver’s Seat?” Hosted at the Asan Plenum, Seoul, Korea 
(Apr. 26, 2012). 
 
“Human Security in Theory and Practice: Environmental Haze and SARS in East Asia”. Lecture at Ewha 
University, Seoul, Korea (Nov. 25, 2011). 
  
“The Sacralization Trap: Toward A Theory of Religious Norm Contestation”. Five Colleges Faculty 
Colloquium, Amherst, Massachusetts, USA (Apr. 29, 2010). 
  

SELECTED MEDIA APPEARANCES 
 
South China Morning Post. “As ASEAN Envoy Wraps Up First Myanmar Visit, Is the Five Point Consensus 
Looking Less Viable?”. Mar. 23, 2022. www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3171581/asean-envoy-
wraps-first-myanmar-visit-five-point-consensus. 
 
Teledifusão de Macau (TDM). Telejornal. May 19, 2017. Interviewed regarding North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons program.  www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbMNbRvpsEU 
 
South China Morning Post. “China’s Key Role in Helping Aung San Suu Kyi Reconcile Myanmar’s Decades-
Long Ethnic Conflicts”. Sep. 3, 2016. www.scmp.com/news/china/article/2013131/chinas-key-role-helping-
aung-san-suu-kyi-reconcile-myanmars-decades-long. 
   
South China Morning Post. “As Suu Kyi Heads Home, Solving Dam Deadlock Remains Key to Improving Ties 
between China and Myanmar”. Aug. 22, 2016. www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-
defence/article/2007251/suu-kyi-heads-home-solving-dam-deadlock-remains-key.  
 
Voice of America Chinese. “为增进与中国的关系，缅甸或许需要妥协 Wei Zengjin yu Zhongguo de Guanxi, 

Miandian Huoxu Xuyao Tuoxie (To Improve Relations with China, Myanmar May Need to Compromise)”. Apr. 
7, 2016. www.voachinese.com/a/compromises-needed-fro-china-burma-20160407/3274673.html (quoted as 

“周忠浩”).  

 
Voice of America. “China’s Growing Influence a Challenge for Myanmar”. Apr. 7, 2016. 
www.voanews.com/content/myanmar-faces-challenges-in-counter-balancing-china-growing-
influence/3274233.html.   
 
BBC Vietnamese. “Hoa Kỳ chuyển hướng sang châu Á (U.S. Moving toward Asia)”. Q&A with Jonathan T. 
Chow and Ian Storey regarding the potential effects of the U.S. “pivot to Asia” on Vietnam. May 31, 2012. 
www.bbc.co.uk/vietnamese/world/2012/05/120531_us_pivot_east_asia_security.shtml.  
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GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Multi-Year Research Grant: “Pariah States and the International Politics of Overreliance” – University of 
Macau (2017-19)  
 
Multi-Year Research Grant: “The Politics of Linking Religious Freedom and Security in the United States’ 
Southeast Asian Diplomacy” – University of Macau (2015-17) 
 
Startup Research Grant: “The Transnational Politics of Hardened Norms: Religious Norm Contestation and 
the Persuasion of Pariah States” – University of Macau (2014-15) 
 
John L. Simpson Memorial Research Fellowship in International and Comparative Studies – Institute of 
International Studies – University of California, Berkeley (2008) 
 
Religion, Politics and Globalization Program Fellowship – University of California, Berkeley (2008) 
 
Graduate Division Summer Grant – University of California, Berkeley (2007) 
 
Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship – University of California, Berkeley (2006) 
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
 
International Relations Theory 

Introduction to International Relations 
International Security 
International Organizations 
Contemporary Global Order and the Fate of the Sovereign State 
Religion and International Politics 
United States Foreign Policy 
 

Asian Politics 
International Relations of East Asia 
Chinese Foreign Policy 
Nationhood and Statehood in Modern Southeast Asia 

 
Other 

A Better and More Sustainable Future for All 


